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zealous Abu Alaxi, and probably refused to let him
attack Sancho's kingdom, for it was on the indepen-
dent county of Castille that the incursion was made.
Fenian Gongales signally defeated him at Pedrahita,
and thus raised Castille to such reputation as to excite
the jealousy of King Sancho of Leon. The mother of
this king was Dona Teresa, the daughter of the king
of Navarre, and, by her advice, a strange plot was
arranged, which has furnished subjects for another
whole cycle of ballads. The count was invited to
Oviedo to confer on matters of the Christian defence.
Thither he came with a beautiful hawk and hound,
which Don Sancho desired to purchase from him, and
a bargain was struck that if the price were not paid by
a certain time it should be doubled on each succeeding
day. Meantime the.count, having lately lost his wife,
the queen-mother discoursed to him on the charms of
her niece, Dona Sancha, and undertook to arrange
a marriage with her, at the same time sending word
to her brother, King Garcia of Navarre, to have him
seized and imprisoned as soon as he set foot in those
territories.
Dona Sancha learnt how she had been made the
bait to bring about the shameful imprisonment of the
best warrior in Spain. The ballad, remarkably enough,
makes her informant one of the knights from. Normandy,
who came to fight with the Moslem exactly from the
same belief in holy wars as had brought the Arab
champion. It is a testimony how high stood Norman
sense of honour.
The Norman feasts among the guests, but at the evening tide
He speaks to Garci's daughter within her bower aside :
" Now God forgive us, lady, and God His Mother dear,
For on a day of sorrow we have been blithe of cheer.
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